Bloch's cycle complex

Recall Bloch's cycle complex (z9(X, ), d):

z9(X, n) := Z{irreducible, codimension g subvarieties
W c X x A" in good position}

with differential the alternating sum of intersections with the
codimension one faces.
The higher Chow groups of X are

CHY(X, n) := Hn(z9(X, %), d).
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Bloch's cycle complex

Universal integral cohomology is HP(X,Z(q)) := CH(X,2q — p).
To reflect the re-indexing, set

Fei(q)"(X) == 29(X,2q — p),
giving the complex of sheaves on Xz,

U Tg(q)*(U).

Since the higher Chow groups have a Mayer-Vietoris property, we
have

HP(X,Z(q)) := HP(Tg/(q)*(X)) = HP(Xzar, T51(q)).
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Suslin’s cycle complexes

Homology and the Dold-Thom theorem

Recall the Dold-Thom theorem:

Theorem (Dold-Thom)
Let (T,x) be a pointed CW complex. There is a natural

isomorphism
Hn( T, *) = 7"'n(SyInoo T)
Here

Sym>*T = Ii_m>[T—>Sym2T—> o= Sym"T — .. ]

with Sym” T — Sym™ ! T the map “add * to the sum”.
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Homology and the Dold-Thom theorem: an algebraic version

Definition
For X, Y varieties, X smooth and irreducible, set

zan(Y)(X) := Z[{irreducible, reduced W C X x, Y with
W — X finite and surjective}].

Definition
For a k-scheme Y/, the Suslin complex of Y/, C*S“S(Y), is the
complex associated to the simplicial abelian group

n— zaa(Y)(AR).
The Suslin homology of Y is

H2US(Y, A) i= Ha(CU5(Y) @ A).
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Suslin homology

Since a finite cycle W C Y x A" is a cycle of codimension
dy = dim Y, intersecting all faces properly, we have the inclusion
of complexes

C3U5(Y) — z (Y, ).

For Y smooth and projective, this inclusion induces an isomorphism
HRUs(Y, Z) = H?&=n(Y, Z(dy)).

(Poincare’ duality).
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Relations with universal cohomology

One can recover all the universal cohomology groups from the
Suslin homology construction, properly modified. For this, we
recall how the Dold-Thom theorem gives a model for cohomology.

Since S" has only one non-trivial reduced homology group,
Hn(S",Z) = Z, the Dold-Thom theorem tells us that Sym>S5" is a
K(Z,n), i.e.

0 form#n

m(Sym>S") =
Tm(Sy ) {Z for m = n.
Obstruction theory tells us that

H™(X,Z) = mp—m(Maps(X, Sym>S")).

for m < n.
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Suslin’s cycle complexes

Relations with universal cohomology

To rephrase this in the algebraic setting, we need a good
replacement for the n-spheres. The correct choice is governed by
the Gysin morphism:

Let i : A— B be a closed immersion of manifolds, d = codimp/,
Na/g the normal bundle. The Gysin morphism
i, : H(A) — H"9(B) is defined via

H"(A) 2 H""(Th(Nayg), *) = H"(Tc(A), 0T (A))
= H"™(B, B\ T(A)) — H"™(B)

where Th(Na/g) := P(Na/g © 1)/P(N4/g) is the Thom space.

If A= pt, then Najg =R and Th(Ns/g) = RP?/RPY~T = §9.

Marc Levine Categories of motives



Suslin’s cycle complexes

Relations with universal cohomology

In the algebraic setting, let i : X — Y be a closed immersion of
smooth varieties, Nx /y the normal bundle. Formally, the algebraic
Thom space is Th(Nx,y) := P(Nx,y © 1)/P* (Nx,/y).

If X = pt, the Nx,y = A9 and

Th(Ny y) = P9/P9~1 = 5249,
Ford =1,
SPL=P' = A'Upg_ (o) At ~ ST A (AT —{0}) # ST A ST =52

We should use the 2d sphere of weight d, 5299 = P9 /P9-1 if we
want to have a Gysin map in our cohomology.
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Relations with universal cohomology

The quotient P9/P9~1 doesn't make much sense, but since we are
going to apply this to finite cycles, we just take a quotient by the
cycles “at infinity” as groups:

Zn(S%99)(X) = zgn (P9/P971)(X)
= zn(P9)(X)/zan (P9 1)(X)

This leads to
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Relations with universal cohomology

Definition
The Friedlander-Suslin weight g cycle complex of X is

Trs(q)*(X) := zan(S%99) (X x A297%),

*

This gives us the complex of sheaves U — [es(q)(U)*.

Restriction from X x A" x P9 — X x A" x A9 defines the inclusion

Frs(q)"(X) = 29(X x 49,29 — *) = [ei(q)"(X x A7)
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Relations with universal cohomology

Theorem (Friedlander-Suslin-Voevodsky)

For X smooth and quasi-projective, the maps

Frs(9)(X) — Tai(@)* (X x A%) £ Tgy(q)*(X)

are quasi-isomorphisms. In particular, we have natural
isomorphisms

HP(Xzar; Trs(q)) = HP(Trs(a)(X)*) = HP(X, Z(q)).
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Relations with universal cohomology

Since
X = Tes(q) (X) i= zin(P9/PI1)(X x A2

is functorial in X, the Friedlander-Suslin complex gives a functorial
model for Bloch's cycle complex.

Products for ['es(q) are similarly defined on the level of complexes.

This completes the Beilinson-Lichtenbaum program, with the
exception of the vanishing conjectures.
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» Grothendieck motives
» Beilinson's conjectures
» Triangulated categories

» Triangulated categories of motives
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Grothendieck motives

How to construct the category of pure motives for an adequate
equivalence relation ~.
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Grothendieck motives

Pseudo-abelian categories

An additive category C is abelian if every morphism f : A— B has
a (categorical) kernel and cokernel, and the canonical map
coker(ker f) — ker(cokerf) is always an isomorphism.

An additive category C is pseudo-abelian if every idempotent
endomorphism p : A — A has a kernel:

A= kerp @ kerl —p.
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Pseudo-abelian categories

For an additive category C, there is a universal additive functor to
a pseudo-abelian category 7 : € — €.

€’ has objects (A, p) with p : A — A an idempotent
endomorphism,

Home: ((A, p), (B, g)) = gHome(A, B)p.

and (A) := (A,id), ¥(f) = f.

Note. If p1,..., pr are commuting mutually orthogonal
idempotents on A with > . p; = id4, then

in 1.
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The category Cor~. (k)

The category Cor..(k) has the same objects as SmProj/ k.
Morphisms (for X irreducible) are

Homcor_ (X, Y) := A%(X x Y)g
with composition the composition of correspondences:
W' o W := pi3.(pip(W) - p35(W'))

for W € Homcor, (X, Y), W' € Homco_(Y, 2).

In general, take the direct sum over the components of X.
Write X (as an object of Cor.(k)) = h.(X) or just h(X). For
f:Y — X, set h(f) := 'T¢. This gives a functor

h~ : SmProj/k°® — Cor. (k).
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The category of correspondences

1. Cor.(k) is an additive category with
h(X) & h(Y) = h(XTTY).

2. Cor~(k) is a tensor category with h(X) ® h(Y) = h(X x Y).
For a € A% (X x Y)g, b€ AX (X' x Y')g

a®b:=t"(axb)

with t: (X x X)) x (Y x Y') = (X x Y) x (X' x Y’) the
exchange.

3. h. is a symmetric monoidal functor.
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The category of orrespondences

The composition law for correspondences:
W' o W = pi3.(pir(W) - p33(W'))

requires
» That Y is proper (for p13. to be defined)

» That we work modulo an adequate equivalence relation (for
pia(W) - p33(W') to be defined).

From the point of view of “higher cycle” this is bad, as we lose the
choice of equivalences between cycles. Voevodsky's use of “finite
correspondences” solves both problems.
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Effective pure motives
Definition
M2 (k) := Cor (k)"

Explicitly, M (k) has objects (X, «) with X € SmProj/k and
a € A% (X x X)g with a® = a (as correspondence mod ~).

Mef (k) is a tensor category with unit 1 = (Spec k, [Spec k]).

Set h(X) := (X,Ax), for f: Y — X, h(f) :='Tr.
This gives the symmetric monoidal functor

b~ : SmProj(k)°P — M (k).
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Motives as cohomology

Grothendieck constructed the category of motives to give a
universal geometric cohomology theory for smooth projective
varieties.

To explain: Take a “reasonable” (i.e. Weil) cohomology theory on
SmProj/k: X — H*(X) (e.g. H*(X) = Hs*ing(X(C),Q)) admiting
a good theory of cycle class

Z — x(Z2) € H¥9(X); Z e z9(X).

Then Z € Coreat(X, Y) gives Z, : H*(X) — H*(Y) by

Z.(a) := py«(px(a) Urxxy(Z))
and (Zo W), = Z, o W,.
Thus, we can think of hat(X) € M (k) as a formal version of the
total cohomology H*(X): sending X to H*(X) extends to a functor

H: M (k) — GrAb

rat
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Standard conjectures

Standard conjecture 1. H : ME(k) — GrAb descends to

rat
H: M (k) — GrAb (automatically faithful).
For each n we have the projection of H*(X) on H"(X), giving the
commuting mutually orthogonal idempotent endomorphisms p,, of
H*(X)
Standard conjecture 2. Assume SC1. Then for each
X € SmProj/k and each n, p,(H*(X)) lifts to an idempotent
endomorphism I, of hrym(X). Set §7(X) := (hnum(X), My).
Standard conjecture 3. Assume SC1. Then MST (k) is a
semi-simple abelian category.
If we assume SC1-3, then h(X) = &24mXpn(X) and
h"(X) € M (k) can be thought of as a universal construction of
the nth cohomology of X. This could help explain the mysterious
parallels between different cohomology theories on SmProj/k.
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Standard conjectures

Examples. 1. Api ~pat P x 0+ 0 x P! ~»
h(P') = (P',0 x P') + (P', P! x 0) = h°(P') & h?(P*).

(P1,0 x P!) = bh,.e(pt) = 1, the remaining factor is the Lefschetz
motive L := (P!, P! x 0).

2. Let C be a smooth projective curve over k, 0 € C(k). Then

H(C)=(C,0x O)B(C,Ac—0xC—-Cx0)d(C,Cx0)
=15°(C) ® h*(C) & H?(C)
=1ah(C)eL.

hi(C) # 0 iff g(C) > 0.
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Jannsen's semi-simplicity theorem

The coarsest equivalence is ~pym, S0 Mpum(k) should be the most
simple category of motives.

In fact, at least one part of Grothendieck’s program has been
verified.

Theorem (Jannsen)

Maum(k) is a semi-simple abelian category. If M_(k) is
semi-simple abelian, then ~=r m.

The proof is surprisingly easy, relying on the Lefschetz trace
formula and the fact that a nilpotent matrix has zero trace.
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Beilinson’s conjectures

Why mixed motives?

Pure motives describe the cohomology of smooth projective
varieties over an algebraically closed field.

Mixed motives should describe the cohomology of arbitrary
varieties.

Weil cohomology is replaced by Bloch-Ogus cohomology:
Mayer-Vietoris for open covers and a purity isomorphism (with
twists) for cohomology with supports.
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Beilinson conjectured that the semi-simple abelian category of pure
motives Mnum(k)q should admit a full embedding as the
semi-simple objects in an abelian tensor category of mixed motives
MM(k)g.

This can be thought of as a universal version of the category of
mixed Hodge structures MHS: the category of pure Hodge
structures is a semi-simple abelian category and there is a
functorial exact weight filtration W, on MHS such that gr{,, H is a
pure Hodge structure for each MHS H.

MM(k) should have the following structures and properties:
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> a natural finite exact weight filtration W, on MM(k)q such
that for each M € MM (k), the graded pieces gr!¥ Mg are in
Mnum (k) o-

» A functor Rb : Schi® — DP(MM(k))

> An embedding Myat(k)z < DP(MM(k)); in particular
Tate/Lefschetz motives Z(n) (L®" = Z(n)[2n]).

» A natural isomorphism

Hom po pmmk)) (Z, RH(X)(q )[P]) 2q p(X)

in particular Extj\’/,M(k)(Z,Z(q)) 2q p(k)

» All “universal properties” of the cohomology of algebraic
varieties should be reflected by identities in D?(MM(k)) of
the objects Rh(X).

Definition
Hipot(X, Z(q)) == Hompe(mmky) (Z, RH(X)(q)[p])-
l.e., universal integral cohomology should be motivic cohomology.
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A partial success

The category MM(k) has not been constructed.

In fact, the existence of MM(k) would prove the Beilinson-Soulé
vanishing conjectures!

However, there are now a number of (equivalent) constructions of
triangulated tensor categories that satisfy all the structural
properties expected of the derived categories D?(MM(k)), except
those which exhibit these as a derived category of an abelian
category (t-structure).

There are at present various attempts to extend this to the
triangulated version of Beilinson's vision of motivic sheaves over a
base S.

We give a discussion of the construction of various versions of
triangulated categories of mixed motives over k due to Voevodsky.
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Triangulated categories

Translations and triangles

A translation on an additive category A is an equivalence
T:A— A. We write X[1] := T(X).

Let A be an additive category with translation. A triangle
(X,Y,Z,a,b,c) in A is the sequence of maps

X35y 2Lz X
A morphism of triangles
(f,g,h): (X,Y,Z,a,b,c)— (X', Y Z d, b )
is a commutative diagram
X 2y 2,z <, X
Y |

X' 4 7' X'[1].
C/
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Triangulated categories

Verdier's definition

Verdier has defined a triangulated category as an additive category
A with translation, together with a collection £ of triangles, called
the distinguished triangles of A, which satisfy some axioms (which
we won't specify).

A graded functor F : A — B of triangulated categories is called
exact if F takes distinguished triangles in A to distinguished
triangles in B.
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Triangulated categories

Long exact sequences

Remark Suppose (A, T, &) is a triangulated category. If
(X,Y,Z,a,b,c)isin &, and A is an object of A, then the
sequences

U Homa(A, X) 25 Homa(A, Y) 25

Hom_a(A, Z) < Hom4(A, X[1]) 22

and

M Homu(X[1], A) <5 Homa(Z, A) 25
Homu(Y, A) <, Hom(X, A) =,

are exact.
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The main point

A triangulated category is a machine for generating natural long
exact sequences.
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An example

Let A be an additive category, C’(A) the category of
cohomological complexes and K?(A) the homotopy category: the
same objects as C’(A) and morphisms are chain homotopy classes
of degree 0 maps of complexes.
For a complex (A, da), let A[1] be the complex

A[l]n = An+1; dA[l] dn+1
For a map of complexes f : A — B, we have the cone sequence

Al L Cone(f) & A[1]

where Cone(f) := A1 @ B" with differential

d(a, b) := (—da(a), f(a) + ds(b))

i and p are the evident inclusions and projections.
We make K’(A) a triangulated category by declaring a triangle to
be exact if it is isomorphic to the image of a cone sequence.
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Triangulated categories

Tensor structure

Definition

Suppose A is both a triangulated category and a tensor category
(with tensor operation ®) such that (X ® Y)[1] = X[1]® Y.
Suppose that, for each distinguished triangle (X, Y, Z, a, b, ¢), and
each W € A, the sequence

XoWw 229, yow 229, zow W xhjew = (XeW)[1]

is a distinguished triangle. Then A is a triangulated tensor
category.
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Triangulated categories

Tensor structure

Example If A is a tensor category, then K(A) inherits a tensor
structure, by the usual tensor product of complexes, and becomes
a triangulated tensor category. (For ? = (), A must admit infinite
direct sums).
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Thick subcategories
We form new triangulated categories from old ones by localizing.

Definition
A full triangulated subcategory B of a triangulated category A is
thick if B is closed under taking direct summands.

If B is a thick subcategory of A, the set of morphisms s: X — Y
in A which fit into a distinguished triangle X = Y — Z — X[1]
with Z in B forms a saturated multiplicative system of morphisms.

The intersection of thick subcategories of A is a thick subcategory
of A, So, for each set T of objects of A, there is a smallest thick
subcategory B containing 7, called the thick subcategory
generated by 7.
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Localization of triangulated categories

Let B be a thick subcategory of a triangulated category A. Let 8
be the saturated multiplicative system of map A = B with “cone”
in B.

Form the category A[S71] = A/B with the same objects as A,
with
Hom 4ig-1)(X, Y) = lim  Homu(X',Y).
s:X'—=XeS§

Let @z : A — A/B be the canonical functor.
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Localization

Theorem (Verdier)

(i) A/B is a triangulated category, where a triangle T in A/B is
distinguished if T is isomorphic to the image under Qn of a
distinguished triangle in A.

(ii) The functor Qg : A — A/B is universal for exact functors

F : A — C such that F(B) is isomorphic to 0 for all B in B.

(iii) 8 is equal to the collection of maps in A which become
isomorphisms in A/B and B is the subcategory of objects of A
which becomes isomorphic to zero in A/B.
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Localization of triangulated tensor categories

If A is a triangulated tensor category, and B a thick subcategory,
call B a thick tensor subcategory if A in A and B in B implies that
A® B and B® A are in B.

The quotient Q3 : A — A/B of A by a thick tensor subcategory
inherits the tensor structure, and the distinguished triangles are
preserved by tensor product with an object.
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Localization

Example The classical example is the derived category D’(A) of
an abelian category A. D?(A) is the localization of K’(A) with
respect to the multiplicative system of quasi-isomorphisms
f:A— B, ie., f which induce isomorphisms

H"(f) : H"(A) — H"(B) for all n.

If A is an abelian tensor category, then D~ (A) inherits a tensor
structure ®! if each object A of A admits a surjection P — A
where P is flat, i.e. M — M ® P is an exact functor on A. If each
A admits a finite flat (right) resolution, then D®(A) has a tensor
structure ®L as well. The tensor structure @' is given by forming
for each A € K7(A) a quasi-isomorphism P — A with P a complex
of flat objects in A, and defining

Al B :=Tot(P® B).
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Triangulated categories of motives

Finite correspondences

To solve the problem of the partially defined composition of
correspondences, Voevodsky introduces the notion of finite
correspondences, for which all compositions are defined.

Recall:

Definition

Let X and Y be in Sm/k. The group zs,(Y)(X) is the subgroup
of z(X X Y) generated by integral closed subschemes

W C X x, Y such that

1. the projection p; : W — X is finite
2. the image p1(W) C X is an irreducible component of X.

Write Corgin(X, Y) := zan(Y)(X). The elements of Corgin(X, Y)
are called the finite correspondences from X to Y.
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Finite correspondences

The following basic lemma is easy to prove:

Lemma

Let X, Y and Z be in Schy, W € Corgn(X,Y),

W' € Corgin(Y, Z). Suppose that X and Y are irreducible. Then
each irreducible component C of |[W| x Z N X x |W'| is finite over
X and px(C) = X.

Thus: for W € Corfin (X, Y), W' € Corgn(Y, Z), we have the
composition:

W' o W = pxz.(pky (W) - piz (W),
This operation yields an associative bilinear composition law

o : Corsin(Y, Z) x Corgin(X, Y) — Corsin(X, 2).
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The category of finite correspondences

Definition
The category Corfin(k) is the category with the same objects as
Sm/k, with

HomCorﬁn(k)(Xv Y) = COI’ﬁn(X, Y),

and with the composition as defined above.
Remarks (1) We have the functor Sm/k — Corgn (k) sending
a morphism f : X — Y in Sm/k to the graph I'r C X x, Y.

(2) We write the morphism corresponding to ' as f,, and the
object corresonding to X € Sm/k as [X].

(3) The operation X, (on smooth k-schemes and on cycles) makes
Corgin(k) a tensor category. Thus, the bounded homotopy category
K®(Corfin(k)) is a triangulated tensor category.
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The category of effective geometric motives

Definition i
The category DM,,,(k) is the localization of Kb(Corfin(k)), as a
triangulated tensor category, by
» Homotopy. For X € Sm/k, invert p, : [X x Al] — [X]
» Mayer-Vietoris. Let X be in Sm/k. Write X as a union of
Zariski open subschemes U, V: X =UU V.
We have the canonical map

Cone([UN V] Uu,unvs>—iv,unvs) (U] @ [V]) Uustive) X]

since (,jU* —|—jv*) o (jU,UﬂV*a _jV,UﬂV*) = 0. Invert this map.
The category DM (k) of effective geometric motives is the

—eff
pseudo-abelian hull of DM,,(k) (Balmer-Schlichting).
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The category of effective geometric motives

Sending X € Sm/k to the image of [X] in DMgg(k) gives the
functor
m: Sm/k — DMSH (k)

with

m(XILY)=m(X)® m(Y)
m(X xx Y)=m(X)®@m(Y)
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The Tate motive

Definition (The Tate motive)

Z(1) is the complex
[B'] = [Spec k]

with [P!] in degree 2. Let Z(n) := Z(1)®", Z = Z(0) = m(Spec k).
The cell decomposition of PV yields:

m(P") = &fLoZ(n)[2n].

For M € DMg(k), n> 0, set

M(n) :== M & Z(n).

Marc Levine Categories of motives



Triangulated categories of motives

Motivic homology and cohomology

Definition
For X € Sm/k, define

Hy (X, Z) := Homppyert (1) (Z[n], m(X))

and
Hiot(X, Z(q)) := Homppetr (1) (m(X), Z(q)[p])-
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Properties

Many structural properties of motivic homology and cohomology
follows directly from the construction of D/\/Igg(k).For example:

» (Homotopy invariance)
p*: HP (X, Z(q)) — HP (X x A, Z(q)) is an isomorphism
» (Mayer-Vietoris) If X = UU V, U, V open, there is a long
exact Mayer-Vietoris sequence

.. — HP(X,Z(q)) — H?(U, Z(q)) ® H"(V, Z(q))
— HP(UN V,Z(q)) — HP~Y(X, Z(q)) — ...

For (1), use: p: m(X x A) — m(X) is an isomorphism in

DM (k).

For (2), use: we have a distinguished triangle

m(UN V) — m(U)& m(V) — m(X) — m(UNV)[1] in DM (k).
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Properties

It is very difficult to make computations, however, for instance, to
see that one recovers the (co)homology we have defined using
cycle complexes.

For this, we need a sheaf-theoretic extension of DMEE(/{). We
begin with a quick review of sheaves on a Grothendieck site.
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Presheaves

A presheaf P on a small category C with values in a category A is
a functor

P:C% = A

Morphisms of presheaves are natural transformations of functors.
This defines the category of A-valued presheaves on C,
PreShv*(C).
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Presheaves

Theorem
(1) If A is an abelian category, then so is PreShv(C), with kernel
and cokernel defined objectwise: For f : F — G,

ker(f)(x) = ker(f(x) : F(x) — G(x));
coker(f)(x) = coker(f(x) : F(x) — G(x)).

(2) For A = Ab, PreShvA?(C) has enough injectives.
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Pre-topologies

Definition

Let C be a category. A Grothendieck pre-topology T on C is given
by defining, for X € €, a collection Cov,(X) of covering families of
X: a covering family of X is a set of morphisms {f, : U, — X} in
C.

These satisfy some axioms, making a covering family the analog of
coverings by a basis of open sets for a topological space, with

» a member £, : U, — X corresponding to an open subset
UsCT

» fiber product U, x x Ug corresponding to intersection
Un N Ug of open subsets
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Sheaves

Pre-topologies

One requires

1. idx is a covering of X

2. if {fy : Uy — X} is a covering of X, and f : Y — X isa
morphism, then {p> : U, xx Y — Y} is a covering of Y

3. if {fo : Uy — X} is a covering of X and {gns: Vg — U} is
a covering of U, for each «, then {f, 0 g,3: Vog — X} is a
covering of X.

A category with a (pre) topology is a site
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Sheaves

The sheaf axiom

For S presheaf of abelian groups on € and
{fa : Uy — X} € Cov,(X) for some X € C, we have the
“restriction” morphisms

£ S(X) — S(Uys)

Plag: S(Ua) — S(Us xx Ug)

p;,a,,é’ . S(Uﬂ) — S(Ua X X Uﬁ)

Taking products, we have the sequence of abelian groups

00— S(X) m H S(Ua) leya,ﬁ_HPZ,oc,B HS(Ua X x Uﬁ)
a a,B
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Sheaves

The sheaf axiom

00— S(X) m H S(Ua) leya,ﬁ_npzocﬁ HS(Ua X x Uﬁ)
[e% a,B

Definition

A presheaf S is a sheaf for 7 if for each covering family

{fy : Uy — X} € Cov,, the above sequence is exact. The category
ShvAP(C) of sheaves of abelian groups on € for 7 is the full
subcategory of PreShvAP(@) with objects the sheaves.
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Sheaves

Sheaves on a site

Proposition

(1) The inclusion i : ShvAP(€) — PreShvAP(C) admits a left
adjoint: “sheafification”.

(2) ShvAP(C) is an abelian category: For f : F — G, ker(f) is the
presheaf kernel. coker(f) is the sheafification of the presheaf
cokernel.

(3) ShvAP(C) has enough injectives.
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Sheaves

The Nisnevich topology

Definition

Let X be a k-scheme of finite type. A Nisnevich cover U — X is
an étale morphism of finite type such that, for each finitely
generated field extension F of k, the map on F-valued points
U(F) — X(F) is surjective.

Using Nisnevich covers as covering families gives us the small
Nisnevich site on X, Xyjs.

Notation ShNi*(X) := Nisnevich sheaves of abelian groups on X
For a presheaf F on Sm/k or Xyis, we let Fyjs denote the
associated sheaf.

We now return to motives.
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Triangulated categories of motives

Sheaves with transfer

The sheaf-theoretic construction of mixed motives is based on the
notion of a Nisnevich sheaf with transfer.

Definition

(1) The category PST(k) of presheaves with transfer is the
category of presheaves of abelian groups on Cori, (k) which are
additive as functors Corg,(k)°P — Ab.

(2) The category of Nisnevich sheaves with transfer on Sm/k,
ShN(Corgin(k)), is the full subcategory of PST(k) with objects
those F such that, for each X € Sm/k, the restriction of F to Xy;s
is a sheaf.
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Triangulated categories of motives

Sheaves with transfer

Remark A PST F is a presheaf on Sm/k together with transfer
maps
Tr(a) : F(Y) — F(X)
for every finite correspondence a € Corg, (X, Y), with:
» Tr(Mf) = F*
» Tr(ao b) = Tr(b) o Tr(a)
» Tr(a=+ b) = Tr(a) £ Tr(b).
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Triangulated categories of motives

Homotopy invariant sheaves with transfer

Definition
Let F be a presheaf of abelian groups on Sm/k. We call F
homotopy invariant if for all X € Sm/k, the map

p*: F(X) — F(X x Al)

is an isomorphism.
We call F strictly homotopy invariant if for all g > 0, the
cohomology presheaf X — H9(Xyis, Fnis) is homotopy invariant.
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Triangulated categories of motives

The PST theorem

Theorem (PST)
Let F be a homotopy invariant PST on Sm/k. Then
1. The cohomology presheaves X — H9(Xy;s, Fnis) are PST's

2. Fnis Is strictly homotopy invariant:
Hq(XNiS, FNis) = Hq(X X Ahis’ FNis) for all X, q.

3. FZar = FNis and Hq(XZara FZar) = Hq(XNiSa FNis)-

Corollary

Let F be a homotopy invariant Nisnevich sheaf with transfers.
Then all the Nisnevich cohomology sheaves Hy. (F) are homotopy
invariant sheaves with transfers.

Marc Levine Categories of motives



Triangulated categories of motives

The category of motivic complexes

Definition

Inside the derived category D~ (ShNS(Corgn(k))), we have the full
subcategory DM (k) consisting of complexes whose cohomology
sheaves are homotopy invariant.

Proposition
DM (k) is a triangulated subcategory of D~ (ShN®s(Corgn(k))).

This follows from the PST theorem: F a homotopy invariant sheaf
with transfer = all cohomology sheaves are homotopy invariant
sheaves with transfer, so homotopy invariance “makes sense in the
derived category”.
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Triangulated categories of motives

The Suslin complex

We can promote the Suslin complex construction to an operation
on D~ (ShNis(Corgin(k))).

Definition

Let F be a presheaf on Corfn(k). Define the presheaf C3US(F) by
CoU(F)(X) == F(X x A")

The Suslin complex C3US(F) is the complex with differential

dn =Y _(—1)'67 : €343 (F) — C3*(F).

i
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Triangulated categories of motives

The Suslin complex

Remarks (1) If F is a sheaf with transfers on Sm/k, then
C2US(F) is a complex of sheaves with transfers.

(2) The homology presheaves h;(F) := H~/(C3'S(F)) are
homotopy invariant. Thus, by Voevodsky's PST theorem, the
associated Nisnevich sheaves hNi(F) are homotopy invariant. We
thus have the functor

@3Us - ShNIS(Corgn (k)) — DM (k).
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Triangulated categories of motives

Representable sheaves

For X € Sm/k, we have the representable presheaf with transfers
Z"(X) := Corfin(—, X). This is in fact a Nisnevich sheaf.

The Suslin complex C2US(X) is just C2US(Z (X))(Spec k).

We denote C2US(Z! (X)) by C3US(X).
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Triangulated categories of motives

Representable sheaves

For X € Sm/k, Z'(X) is the free sheaf with transfers generated
by the representable sheaf of sets Hom(—, X). Thus:
there is a canonical isomorphism

HomShNis(COI’ﬁn(k))(Ztr(X)7 F) = F(X)

and more generally: For F € Shyis(Corfin(k)) there is a canonical
isomorphism

Extap.(Corpn(k)) (2 (X), F) = H"(Xnis, F)

and for C* € D™ (Shyis(Corfin(k))) there is a canonical
isomorphism

Hom p - (shye(Coran (k))) (2 (X), C¥[n]) = H"(Xnis, C*).
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Triangulated categories of motives

The localization theorem

Let A is the localizing subcategory of D~ (Shyis(Corin(k)))
generated by complexes

Z'(X x AY) 25 7 (X); X € Sm/k,
and let
QAI : D_(ShN;s(Corﬁn(k))) — D_(ShN;s(Corﬁn(k)))/.A

be the quotient functor.
Since Z"(X) = Co(X), we have the canonical map

ix 2 (X) — Cu(X)

This acts like an “injective resolution” of Z(X), with respect to
the localization Q1.
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Triangulated categories of motives

The localization theorem

Theorem
1. The functor

@3us - ShN(Corg, (k) — DM (k).
extends to an exact functor
RE2" : D (Shyis(Corfin(k))) — DM (k).
left adjoint to the inclusion DM®® (k) — D~ (Shyis(Corfin(k))).

2. RC3Ys identifies DM (k) with D~ (Shyis(Corfin(k)))/A
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Triangulated categories of motives

The tensor structure

We define a tensor structure on ShNi*(Corgi, (k)):
Set Zt(X) ® Z(Y) = Z¥(X x Y).

This extends to a tensor operation on ®L on D~ (Shyis(Corfin(k))).

We make DM (k) a tensor triangulated category via the
localization theorem:

M @ N := RC.(a(M) L a(N)),

o : DM (k) — D~ (Shyis(Corfin(k))) the inclusion.
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Triangulated categories of motives

The embedding theorem

Theorem
There is a commutative diagram of exact tensor functors

Kb (Corgin(k)) _z D~ (Shnis(Corsin(k)))

| [

DM (k) —— DMeft (k)

]

such that

1. i is a full embedding with dense image.
2. REUS(ZM (X)) = €3U5(X).
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Triangulated categories of motives

The embedding theorem

Explanation: Sending X € Sm/k to Z'(X) € Shy;is(Corin(k))
extends to an additive functor

Ztr . Corﬁn(k) — ShNiS(COI’ﬁn(k))
and then to an exact functor

Zt - KP(Corgin(k)) — KP(Shyis(Corfin(k))) — D~ (Shyis(Corin(k))).

One shows
1. Sending X to C3"S(X) sends the complexes

(X x Al = [X]; [UnV]—[U]®&[V]—[UuV]

to “zero”. Thus i exists.

2. Using results of Ne'eman, one shows that / is a full
embedding with dense image.
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Triangulated categories of motives
Consequences

Corollary
For X and Y € Sm/k,

Hom ppesr (k) (m(Y), m(X)[n])
= H"(Ynis, €2*5(X)) = H"(Yzar, €2°(X)).
Because:
HomDMgg(k)(m(Y), m(X)[n])

= HomDMiﬁ(k)(eius(Y) e*(X)nl)
= Hom p— (shy.(Corgn(k))) (ZT(Y), €2**(X)[n])
= H"( Ynis, €3"5(X))

plus the PST theorem: H"( Yyis, C3U5(X)) = H"(Yzar, C3U5(X)).



Triangulated categories of motives

Consequences

Taking Y = Spec k, the corollary yields

H*"(X, Z) = Hompper () (Z[n], m(X))
= Ha(€2°(X)(K)) = Ha(C2*(X)) = HZ™(X, Z).
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Triangulated categories of motives
Consequences

Since m(P9) = @7_,Z(n)[2n] we have

C2(Z7 (q)[2g])(Y) = C2=(PI/PI71)(Y) = Trs(q)(Y)[2]

Applying the corollary with X = Z!(q) gives

Hiot (Y Z(q)) := Hom ppett 1) (m(Y), Z(q)[p])
= HP(YZam GEUS(Z(q))) = HP(YZara rFS(q))
= HP(Tes(q)(Y)) = HP(Y, Z(q))-

Thus, we have identified motivic (co)homology with universal
(co)homology.
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